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Dear Vendor, 

Memo Code – SP38-2017: is compliance with and enforcement of the buy American provision in the national school 

lunch program.  

Buy American provision requirements. Section 104(d) of the William F. Goodling Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act of 

1998 (Public Law 105-336) added a provision, Section 12(n) to the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) (42 USC 1760(n)), 

requiring school food authorities (SFAs) to purchase, to the maximum extent practicable, domestic commodities or 

products. This Buy American provision supports the mission of the Child Nutrition Programs, which is to serve children 

nutritious meals and support American agriculture.  

Section 12(n) of the NSLA defines “domestic commodity or product” as an agricultural commodity that is produced in 

the U.S. and a food product that is processed in the U.S. substantially using agricultural commodities produced in the 

U.S. Report language accompanying the legislation noted that “substantially means over 51% from American 

products.” Therefore, over 51% of the final processed product (by weight or volume) must consist of agricultural 

commodities that were grown domestically. Thus, for foods that are unprocessed, agricultural commodities must be 

domestic, and for foods that are processed, they must be processed domestically using domestic agricultural food 

components that are comprised of over 51% domestically grown items, by weight or volume as determined by the 

SFA.  

We Darlington certify that the percentage of U.S. content in products we have contracted for our customers are at 

least 89 % US content for all our products combined. Furthermore, our school-focused products contain at least 95% 

US content.  
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